
To find an energy-efficient new home, look within. 

Our home comparison checklist makes it easy.
Many new homes may look alike. But it’s what you can’t see from the outside that can make a big difference in 
your energy bills and comfort for years to come. 

Use the checklist below during your new home search. Look for these important features to find some of the most 
well built and energy-efficient homes on the market today. Homes with these features qualify for our Residential 
New Construction Program, which ensures they achieve an additional 15 to 20 percent in energy efficiency beyond 
building code requirements.

What to look for.

A Home Energy Rating System (HERS) 
Score of 70 or below verified by an inde-
pendent, nationally accredited HERS Rater.

Increased insulation values. Look for a 
minimum of R-19 in the walls and R-38  
in the attic.

Tighter building shell. Look for a  
maximum of four air changes per hour.

High performance heating, ventilation  
and air conditioning (HVAC) systems  
with no more than 4% duct leakage.

High efficiency, low-E windows  
with a U factor of .32 or lower.

Heating and Cooling Energy Usage  
Limited Guarantee offered by the builder.

To find a participating builder near you, visit duke-energy.com/mynewhome. 

Why this matters.

The lower the HERS Score, the greater 
the energy efficiency of the home. This 
means lower monthly energy bills.

Increased insulation helps keep heat 
inside in winter and outside in summer. 

Fewer air leaks reduce drafts, increase 
comfort and lower energy bills.

Better HVAC duct efficiency ensures the 
right amount of heated or cooled air reach-
es every room at maximum efficiency.

High performance windows reduce heat 
going through the glass, keeping you 
warm in winter and cool in summer.

Guarantees the home’s annual heating 
and cooling energy usage for three years.
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Compare homes.

HOME 1 HOME 2 HOME 3

Learn more about the importance of a low HERS® Score.

YOUR ENERGY-EFFICIENCY CHECKLIST


